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Reason for study (what were the In 2004, the FCA started its sector inquiry of buyer power of big supermarket
problems)? chains vis-a-vis their suppliers. The inquiry has been triggered off by anonymous

complaints and media reports about allegedly abusive supply chain practices.
Result:

The FCA could not prove abusive behaviour but will keep the grocery sector under
strict scrutiny. The FCA will thoroughly assess any well-founded evidence on
allegedly abusive conduct in the sector. The investigations have shown that
suppliers are very reluctant to provide such information in fear of retaliatory
measures such as the de-listing of products.

Link to report:

Austria - Federal Competition Authority
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Reason for study (what were the
problems)?

Although the electricity sector is completely liberalised in Austria there is still a
lack of competition.

The report should clarify:

- the reasons for the absence of significant competition,

- the role of system charges and possible cross-subsidisation,

- whether some suppliers have dominant positions which might imply special
responsibilities,

- the possible need for a reassessment and modification of EnergieAllianz and the
"Austrian electricity solution”

- Whether convincing, tangible evidence of anticompetitive collusion exists.

Link to report:

Sector: Energy
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Reason for study (what were the
problems)?

Due to gas price increases in autumn 2004 the FCA decided to conduct a sector
inquiry in the Austrian gas market in co-operation with the regulatory authority E-
control.

The market study should investigate in detail the problems identified for the
development of competition, especially in the upstream market and elaborate
solutions.

Link to report:

Austria - Federal Competition Authority




